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Abstract  

This research focuses on the effects of the educational experience of the thematic 

laboratory week of intercultural education organized by the Department of Early 

Childhood Education of the National and Kapodistrian University of Athens on the 

formation of the professional identity of the participating postgraduate students/active 

teachers with regards to inclusion. By use of focus groups and analyses of the student 

diaries kept during the thematic week we explore the effects of participation on 

postgraduate students enrolled in the postgraduate courses “M.A. Education and 

Human Rights” and “M.A. Special Education” of by the Department of Early Childhood 

Education of the National and Kapodistrian University of Athens who are currently 

teaching. The theoretical base for the analysis are the concepts of inclusion and 

inclusive education, the process of professional identity formation and the ways in 

which teachers’ education affects this process but also the definition of the teacher’s 

role in an inclusive education environment. The information gathered and analyzed 

pertains to what the participants themselves perceive to be the effects of the thematic 

week on their attitudes with regards to a number of educational matters: inclusion and 

inclusive education, their understanding of their role as teachers, professional identity 

development and empowerment, connecting theory to practice, matters related to 

collaboration and communities of practice and learning and matters related to the 

education of students with disabilities. Our findings highlight the experiential learning 

experience provided by the thematic week as a distinct educational experience which 
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triggered a process of reflection and reassessment of aspects of their professional 

identity and of their role as teachers. The participants describe the thematic week 

experience as empowering and stress its contribution in connecting theory and practice 

with regards to managing otherness in the educational context. They make special note 

on the collective environment which acted as a community of practice and learning and 

in which these reflection and empowerment processes were initiated. Finally, the major 

gain identified is the redefinition of the teaching act as a research process which starts 

by researching the educational context. The participants perceive changes in their 

perspectives and attitudes regarding their educational practices and their role in the 

context of inclusive education and they redefine education as education for everyone. 

However, some hesitation and incertitude persist with regards to disability and inclusion 

of disabled students in mainstream schools. 

Keywords: Teacher’s professional identity, thematic laboratory week, teacher’s 

education, teacher’s role, communities of practice and learning, inclusive education, 

education of students with disabilities 


