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Abstract  

One of the issues of great concern to the educational community in recent decades is 
the extent to which inclusion of students with disabilities into general education can 
successfully contribute to the development of their social interactions with their non-
disabled peers, their acceptance by them and the facilitation of their friendships with 
them.  The way teachers educate and approach this issue also indicates the level of 
social participation of students. This diploma thesis aims at exploring the perceptions 
and experiences of general education teachers regarding the social participation of 
pupils in the autistic spectrum within the general school. 

This research follows the qualitative methodological approach, while the data collection 
has been done using semi-structured interviews. A sample of the survey is constituted 
by ten (10) general classroom teachers who have a pupil in the autistic spectrum in their 
class in the specific school year. The interpretation of the data was based on the 
thematic content analysis, which also guided the discussion. 

According to their teachers’ descriptions, pupils in the autistic spectrum generally have 
good relationships with their peers, being accepted by the peer group but developing a 
lesser degree of social interaction than their non-disabled classmates. The creation of 
friendly relationships is not absent, but it is only found in the minority of the sample. 
The survey also highlighted the deficient approach of the social side of autism and the 
teachers’ distorted perceptions on inclusive education, which is identified as a process 
of integration of the pupils into the current educational context. 
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Teachers seem to make decent efforts to strengthen the pupils' social interactions in the 
autistic spectrum, but their techniques are mostly fragmented and have a processing 
character as they are not based on coherent scientific knowledge but mainly derive 
from their teaching experience. Furthermore, the lack of teachers’ cooperative culture 
and an erroneous assessment of their role in promoting the social participation of pupils 
in the autistic spectrum have been revealed.  

Through their statements, a series of limitations that concern the structure and 
organization of the greek educational system has been revealed and by which teachers 
are confronted daily. Their efforts are focused on meeting the restrictions themselves 
and do not seem to envision solutions to overcome them. There is a clear need for 
further teacher education to eliminate their distorted perceptions of integration, to 
realize the responsibility they have towards disabled students and to contribute to the 
restructuring of the existing educational system. 
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