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Abstract  

The content of this research work is related to the practices of partnership that take 
place among those likely involved in such a treaty. This research focuses holistically and 
in depth the content of partnership between the general educator, the special educator 
of parallel support, the professionals, and the special tutor who gives education at home 
and the parents of a disabled child. The last, attends in general school with the 
assistance of parallel support and in a therapeutic intervention program at a special 
education center. It is a fact that, partnership is a complex and difficult condition, in 
terms of its content and its implementation. Taking as a starting point the above as well 
as the theoretical framework of inclusive education, the interpretative approaches to 
disability and partnership, the forms of practices, the differentiated role of the 
participants, the educational policy regarding partnership and the previous researches, 
this study focuses on partnership between teachers, specialists and parents in general 
primary education. It also investigates the role of partnership at promoting inclusive 
education. The ultimate goal of the survey is to clarify how the participants approach 
the terms «inclusive education», «parallel support», «disability» and «partnership». 
Furthermore, it explores the participants' views on educational policy in Greece, in 
terms of promoting partnership, as well as their experiences. Finally, participants refer 
to challenges and obstacles that encountered during partnership. This research is 
conducted in the elementary school where the disabled child is attending. In totally, 
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eleven (11) individuals participated in the project, including both parents, the general 
teacher, the parallel support teacher, the tutor who does home teaching and six 
professionals working in a special education center. In this qualitative research, the 
semi-structured interview, the structured interview, and the researchers’ calendar were 
used as research tools. For the purposes of the survey, different guides were formed for 
semi-structured and structured interviews. Thematic content analysis method was used 
to examine the findings. From the main findings of the study is the identification of 
inclusive education with special education. It is also obvious that the participants have 
an incorrect and unclear view of the concept of inclusion, and it seems that they have 
not realized its meaning, content and perceptions. We also should mention that, their 
views seem to be influenced by the clinical approach to disability. They also give to the 
institution of parallel support an individualized and auxiliary character, which aims to 
support a student with disability. In addition, in terms of the educational policy that 
pursues at the level of partnerships’ practices, there are insufficient information. 
Furthermore, although the participants promoted a negotiating model of partnership, 
through the discourse of their practice it seems that the way they think about disability 
and inclusion also affects the way they work together. In other words, there are typical 
hierarchical relations, where a particular participant, who is influenced by his authority, 
overrides the others. In conclusion, in the specific survey the professionals of special 
educational center prevail in the field of partnership, by suppressing the voices of other 
participants. The clinical dimension that all the participants attach to all aspects of 
partnership, leads to consider disability as the main obstacle that can affect the disabled 
person’s family, their perceptions and expectations and the life of the disabled. Focus 
on disability is diffused throughout the whole range of partnership practices, presented 
in his research study.  
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