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Abstract  

The learning pathway of a child is inextricably linked to the social and learning 
experiences, attitudes and expectations of the family environment. The learning 
pathway that pupils will follow, ie the higher level of education they will acquire. It is 
related to the opportunities offered by the education system and the higher level of 
education that students will reach is affected by various social causes. In the relevant 
literature it is evident that disability is related to the parents' educational expectations. 
The relevant conclusions being drawn mainly from different samples (eg different types 
of disability), comparisons between parents of disabled and non-disabled children, and 
learning experiences in different frames. This study investigated the educational 
expectations of parents with a disabled child and a child without disabilities when both 
children are studying in general education. In this way, a favorable treaty was developed 
to investigate disability and inclusion as mediating factors of parental expectations. At 
the same time, it is examined whether these expectations of parents have implications 
for the learning pathway and social well-being of their children and their siblings. 

In order to achieve the aim of the research it was decided to follow the qualitative 
methodology with a semi-structured interview as a research tool. Nine mothers 
participated with a child with and without a disability who attend general schools in 
Attica. Analysis of the material gathered from the interviews was done by the method of 
content analysis. 
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The analysis of the interviews revealed that parents define the learning pathway for 
both their non-disabled and their disabled children as a sequence of all levels of 
education. Their desirable ending is the admission and attendance at the university. 
Their aim is to acquire knowledge and continuous training, as well as professional 
rehabilitation. The type and severity of disability seemed to be related to parents' 
expectations, but the functional characteristics of the family, the relationships 
developed, the individual characteristics of children, especially the disabled, their 
educational experiences, their school performance and the structure of the existing 
educational system have emerged as more potent factors in shaping parents' 
educational expectations. The majority of parents, not only generally expect their 
children to attend university, but consider the university as a realistic goal for their 
children, with and without disability. Parents' expectations for continuing education 
were higher among students who had a better performance at school regardless of the 
type of disability of the students. Parents emphasized the multiple benefits of inclusive 
education on the learning pathway of children with disabilities, but noted that it is 
limited to primary education, depending on the formal curriculum, and especially the 
teachers. 
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