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Abstract  

Teachers'perceptions and views regarding inclusion is a matter of pivotal importance 
because their role and their position enable them to implement the educational policy 
and in particular inclusion. Their views are very important for feedback on theory, the 
improvement of the educational system and the development of practices which 
correspond to the needs of all children. Their knowledge and ignorance about disability 
issues allow us to reach conclusions regarding the exclusion of children with disabilities 
from the neighborhood school and the ways exclusion appears both in general and 
special class. 

The present study concerns primary education and the forms of discrimination and 
exclusion which impede inclusion and construct exclusionary practices which are 
consolidated and institutionalized in Greek education. The aim of the present study   is 
to eliminate discrimination and exclusion through the exploration of institutions and 
practices both in special and general school. Discrimination was studied in connection 
with exclusion. According to the research, discrimination as a concept even in the school 
environment, acquires racial, religious and gender dimensions. Discrimination is studied 
in the context of special and general education. The concept of disability seemed to be 
misunderstood by teachers. 

The theoretical framework of this study was based on the analysis of human rights, the 
rights of disabled child, international laws, rules and conventions related to inclusion, 
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and the need for the adoption of inclusive practices by the general school. The research 
questions concern the meanings which teachers give to discrimination and exclusion, 
the inclusive practices they apply, their knowledge about the Greek and international 
legislation according to the rights of children with disabilities and their opinions in 
relation to the improvement of the educational system. 

 In the present study, the perceptions and views of twelve (12) teachers regarding 
discrimination and exclusion in general and special education were collected and 
analyzed. Qualitative methodology was chosen and by using semi-structured interviews, 
an attempt was made for data collection and its investigation. The teachers who were 
selected to participate in the research came from the three educational institutions 
which form primary education, namely, special education, general education and 
inclusive classrooms. 

The interview guide, around which the discussion was initiated, was formed according 
to the thematic axes of the research and was composed of twenty (20) questions. The 
analysis of the research findings was carried out by using the thematic content analysis 
method. 

Through the analysis of the findings of the research, special education appears 
entrenched and clearly segregated from the general school, while general education 
does not seem to be receptive to diversity and disability. The international legal 
framework and the corresponding articles of the Greek Constitution regarding disabled 
students did not seem to be supported according to the views of the teachers. The 
conclusion which arises is that special education is institutionally segregated from 
general, although laws for inclusive education do exist. This view is substantiated by the 
under-funding of special education and the inability of both special and general school 
to respond to the inclusive perspective of the education. 
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