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Abstract  

Inclusive education requires completely change of the educational system in order to 
meet the diverse needs of the student population. These changes require knowledge of 
the challenges brought by the existing educational structures, element which must be 
taken seriously in order to highlight the prospects that may arise. This qualitative 
research focuses on students, in order to explore their perceptions and experiences 
concerning the function of school and inclusive structures of primary education. The 
crucial importance of student voice and the value of their views in understanding the 
process and the impact of school reform has been internationally emphasized (Cook-
Sather, 2014).           

The sample of this research was constituted by 10 students, that are supported by 
inclusion classes and parallel support teacher and study on different primary school 
classes. Researcher came into contact with them through the researching method of 
“avalanche”, having the ultimate goal to raise their voices in order to improve these 
structures for their own and their families’ benefit. The use of semi-structured 
interviews in combination with the creation and implementation of differentiated, 
playful auxiliary tools contributed to this end, spurring students to participate in the 
whole process. The basic principles and the proper code of conduct regarding research 
with children was followed seriously.             



Athens 2017  2 

This survey highlights the dominance of traditional teaching practices both in school and 
in inclusive structures. Inclusive classes and pararrel support structures are attached in 
the ideas of special education and their role is auxiliary in schools. It seems like they 
reinforce the exclusion of students and perpetuate their labelling, fact that is remoted 
from the principles of inclusion and personalized learning. The lack of diversification, of 
cooperative practices and experiential pedagogical approach highlightes the need of the 
creation of an inclusive school. When a school is inclusive, it is guided by respect for 
diversity and aims at the holistic and multifaceted development of students. That is 
what students have as a main request, which however collides with the existing mode of 
accession and school structures today in Greece, as seen through their perceptions and 
experiences. 
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