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Abstract  

In this qualitative research was examined the views and experiences of parents and 
moderators of the Programme "Education of Roma Children" concerning the education 
and inclusion of Roma children with disabilities. This is an issue that has not been 
studied by other researchers. The Roma population is a unique cultural group, which 
produces racist attitudes, prejudices and discrimination and in combination with the 
myths that surround them, their social exclusion is more accentuated. This vulnerable 
group experiences exclusion in the educational process since it is physically and spatially 
separated from the children of the dominant population. In the case of a disability, the 
exclusion is double. It is interesting to explore, therefore, in case they experience a 
double exclusion, that of a particular cultural group and disability, if educational 
programmes can help towards inclusion.  

The programmes carried out for Roma children follow a specific direction with a 
common structure and objectives. The Romani people are presented as a homogeneous 
population group. Differences within the vulnerable group, such as disability, are 
overlooked. However, Roma students are often included in integration classes, even if 
they do not have a disability, which could also be explained as a result of the general 
depreciation of the Roma’s low educational capital. However, questions arise as to what 
happens ultimately to the extreme case that a Roma student also has a disability. If 
education is aimed at adapting the disabled to the education system, by normalizing the 
different and adopting homogeneous stereotypical standards of the normal (Κομιανού 
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& Ντεροπούλου – Ντέρου, 2012), in the case of Romani origin combined with disability, 
the situation seems to be even more difficult. 

Considering the above, the theoretical framework of this paper is the concepts of 
inclusion, social exclusion and the educational capital. Moreover in historical and social 
context is analyzed the institutional framework of Roma education in Greece, and it is 
pointed out that the state policy on the education of Roma children was implemented 
through educational programmes and with greater emphasis laid upon the Programme 
"Education of Roma Children", which was implemented initially by the University of 
Ioannina and the Capodistrian University of Athens.  

The five moderators participating in this research came from this programme, like the 
Roma families. The four moderators were philologists and one social worker. The Roma 
families with children with disability were attended by two members of each family, 
these disabilities were: twins with hearing difficulties, a girl with Aicardi syndrome and a 
boy with autism. The ages of the children were from 8-17 years old. 

In this qualitative research, the semi-structured interview was used as a research 
instrument. For this purpose the three different thematic axes of the interview guide for 
the moderators besides demographics, deal with professional experience in the 
Programme "Education of Roma children", inclusion in schools and social relationships 
that are developed between Roma children with disability and the wider Roma 
community. In addition, the interview guide for the Roma families consisted of family 
demographics, as well as three different thematic axes concerning the inclusion of the 
Roma child with disability in school, the conceptual definition of the term "disability" 
and diagnosis. The method used to interpret the findings is thematic content analysis. 

The ultimate goal of the research is to investigate the extent to which the programme 
contributes to inclusion of Roma children with disabilities, both through the views of the 
moderators and through the views of the families. It also was researched the 
interpretation given by Roma families to the concept of disability and the way in which 
programme moderators deal with people with disabilities. 

The moderators claimed that Roma families with a disabled child sought to get a 
diagnosis for providing allowances, a view expressed also by a family of the sample. Also, 
the moderators argue that inclusion in the school is not been implemented as these 
children confront discrimination and exclusion from peers, teachers and Roma 
themselves. In the first case they are excluded because of minority, while in the second 
they are excluded because of their disability. The three Roma families register in school 
only their children with disabilities in order "to be cured". 
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