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Abstract  

Efforts to improve teaching process based on behavioral standards are unable, today, to 
meet the needs of education. Students feeling recipients of prescribed learning contents 
are usually not involved. The teaching method of discussion offers a different dimension 
to the educational process. Τhe student comes out of the position of the passive listener 
and acquires opinion which defines itself in an environment of solidarity and co decision. 
The authentic communication framework which is cultivated among students by 
discussion is the best condition, so that they learn through one another, in a teamwork 
school life. The same authentic context of communication between teacher and student 
gives meaning to the experience of the latest and cognitive frames. Discussion with 
preschoolers is applied diversified, with art to be an integral part of symbolic and 
cognitive representation of children. Discussion, generally, includes pedagogical 
principles inherent in inclusion thought, as respect to each student and the right of all to 
participate in the educational process, addressing issues of exclusion and equal 
participation that exists in education.  

The present extended essay is a qualitative and descriptive research that examines the 
opinions about the teaching method of discussion of seventeen (17) General and Special 
Education kindergarten teachers, serving in Primary Education in the region of Attica, of 
the school year 2011-12. The research also investigates practices for organizing and 
implementing discussion in respective pre-school inclusion classes and the role of 
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kindergarten teachers in them. This thesis uses semi structured interview as a research 
tool and its data analysis is based on content analysis. The ultimate goal of this research 
is to explore ways of organizing and implementing discussion in preschool classes in 
relation to the basic principles of the inclusive thinking. 

According to the conclusive arguments of this research preschool teachers define 
discussion as a teaching method that aims the acquisition of language and interactive 
skills. They use discussion, without differentiation, as direct oral teaching, which they 
usually accompany with encouraging and motivation questions and visual material. 
Teachers face challenges which derive from the effort they make in order to maintain 
and strengthen the communication students' motivation. As a consequence, pupils with 
disabilities withdraw from classroom, accompanied by the kindergarten special 
education teachers for personalized activities. Finally, it was found that the 
implementation of discussion as collaborative or differentiated instruction is not 
supported neither by institutional documents for Kindergarten, nor from pre-school 
culture in general, but by name. 
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