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Abstract  

The inclusion of children with special education needs in the educational system and in 
society, in general, has become nowadays more and more demanding. International 
declarations, contracts and laws promote and champion issues concerning the personal 
and social life of a child with special education needs, as well as his/her equal 
opportunities in education compared to those of his/her fellow students of the same 
age group. As key factors of the educational process, educators have an important role 
to play in the new challenge of co-educating students with and without disability. The 
collaboration between the teachers of general and special education is a necessary 
precondition for the successful inclusion of students with disability. 

The present qualitative research aims at investigating the ways of collaboration 
between teachers of kindergarten schools which hosted students with disability, based 
on the views and experiences of seventeen (17) teachers, eight (8) of whom are general 
education teachers, while nine (9) are support teachers. 

The methodology tool used for the present research is the semi-structured interview, 
while the method of qualitative content analysis was used to analyze the results. 

According to the research conclusions, even though collaboration was considered 
necessary by all the teachers who took part in the research, there were difficulties in the 
implementation of collaboration techniques, because of the different content given by 
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each teacher, and because of the teachers’ diverse views as to the role of their 
colleague and that of their own. At the same time, the implementation of parallel 
support to students with special education needs carries a great number of ambiguities, 
and it seems to deviate from the initial target, which is the inclusion of the students. 
Even though kindergarten teachers welcome multidisciplinary collaboration and support, 
this is absent in general schools. Finally, the present research offers information about 
and recommends the training of all teachers as to the adoption of substantial 
collaboration practices.  
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