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Abstract  

Recognizing the necessity of a just, functional and democratic society, with a basic 
demand to promote equal opportunities for all those involved in the education system, 
requires the right of parents of children with disabilities to be considered as equal 
partners in matters concerning their child. Parents play a vital role in contributing to the 
overall well-being of their children, and although practitioners attempt to work with 
parents, a level of equal cooperative relationship is far from being achieved as parents 
remain "unspeakable" or seemingly "inaccessible" while the diachronicity of the 
dominant speech in the cooperative experiences of the two groups is remarkable. In this 
regard, this speech is formulated in the light of the individual-medical model by exerting 
pressure and forcing the disability experience as a personal problem. How are relations 
of domination and parity between groups that propose and groups that accept formed, 
how do they mean cooperation and how is the quality of the cooperative relations 
between the two sides valued? 

The purpose of the present study is to investigate the views and experiences of parents 
of children with disabilities and specialists in how cooperative relationships are shaped. 
A qualitative research of the interpretative approach was designed by interviewing ten 
(10) parents of children with disabilities and ten (10) specialists. The research questions 
focus on how parents and specialists perceive co-operation, and on the factors that 
influence cooperative practices. The roles of the two participants in cooperation, the 
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way of understanding disability, the challenges and the prospects for effective 
cooperation are explored. 

According to the analysis of findings, through thematic content analysis, the participants 
have not formulated a clear definition of the concept of cooperation. The role of 
parental involvement in co-operation is not considered equal in a collaborative 
relationship of knowledge, responsibility, and power. The approach of disability based 
on the individual/medical model, characterized by an individuality, emerges as a 
personal problem focused on the individual and his / her family. The exclusion of 
parents from decision-making processes and demand for services leads to a place of 
dependence rather than the claim of their social emancipation. However, it is likely that 
parents may not be aware of the possibilities of defending an equal cooperative 
participation and its emerging perspectives. 
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