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Abstract  

The educational authorities worldwide have adopted the principles of inclusive 

education and have significantly invested resources in the production of policies, the 

development and revision of infrastructures and human resources, as well as the 

differentiated  curriculums which aim to form more inclusive schools in all tiers of 

education (Hardy & Woodcock, 2015) 

Today, the first school grades include students from a wide range of backgrounds and 

experiences. The educators are called to differentiate the curriculum in such a varied 

educational ecology. In general classes, a distinctive increase in student diversity and in 

the methods employed has been observed. The factors pertaining to differentiation 

include diversity in inclusive environments, teaching practices and content, academic 

involvement and the dynamics between teaching and learning for students’ personal 

growth and academic development (Smith, 2009). 

General schools with inclusive orientation constitute a more effective means to fighting 

against marginalising attitudes, creating welcoming environments, constructing a 

society free from exclusions and delivering education to all children. Furthermore, 

education of higher quality is provided to the majority of students along with more 

positive results for the educational system overall. The school settings, the educators, 

the environments and the communities are only some of the human factors influencing 

the success of inclusion of children in general education (Nutbrown & Clough, 2004). 
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This qualitative research investigates the educational practices concerning the 

differentiated approach of teaching in inclusive preschool and primary school education 

of students with disabilities. More specifically, it looks into the potential and benefits of 

the differentiated approach of teaching in classrooms of heterogeneous student 

population and attempts to pinpoint the deadlocks that conventional teaching 

approaches entail.   

The research sample consists of four educators (2 of general classes and two of parallel 

support) from two different school settings, those of kindergarten and primary school. 

In this research also participated a student with sensory impairments who attended 

kindergarten during the school year of 2017-2018 and the first grade of primary school 

in 2018-2019. 

The research tools used to collect data in this qualitative research are semi-structured 

interviews, passive observation as well as the use of diary entries. The analysis of the 

findings was conducted through the thematic content analysis. 

The basic conclusions which were drawn from the analysis of the findings are that the 

diversity in students can not only be seen in the physical characteristics but in terms of 

interests, learning styles, different cultural and financial backgrounds, and family 

circumstances as well, which must co-exist in a classroom with a common purpose. 

Communication along with relations of cooperation which are formed between teachers, 

between teachers and students and amongst students alike contribute to ensuring 

equal participation during the educational process. In addition, the teaching methods, 

materials, teaching time and classroom spatial and teaching arrangements must 

emphasise on the individual needs of children and be provided flexibly and attractively 

so as to motivate them. Generally, the role of school and educators in the prospects of 

inclusive education constitute a sum of factors which interact with one another creating 

a heterogeneous environment which in turn influences the style and the development 

of teaching practices. 
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